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WELCOME 
 

 

Beckley is a voluntary controlled Church of England Primary School.  Our 

success at  Beckley School stems from our ethos of creati ng a powerful 

learning culture , based on our mission statement of ôAchieve, Believe, 

Careõ.  This prospectus will give you an insight into how that learning 

c ulture translates into practice  at every stage of your child õs school 

career with us.   

 

Beckley Church of England Primary School is for children within the 

primary s chool age range from rising 5  to 11  years old .  We are in a 

classically Victorian building and possess good  facilities inc luding a large 

playing field with  garden  area s. 

 

As a school we pride ourselves  on having an ethos that promotes 

learning in a caring environme nt.  The happiness of your child  is a p riority, 

and as a small school we are able to know all our children  very well  ð a 

true family culture .  We are a friendly, happy school where all children  

are encouraged to achieve their full potential and enj oy all aspects of 

school life.  We recognise  the importance of working closely with you 

and creating positive links for the children  between home and school  

and this shapes how we work.  

 

We look forward to welco ming you to our vibrant school.  Do come and 

see us in action, meet the staff and childre n and see for yourself what we 

have to offer.  
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An Environment for Learning  

    

Beckley Church of England Primary School  

Beck ley School  is situated in the picturesque village of Beckley which nestles in the rolling 

1066 countryside some 5  miles northwest of the ancient Cinque Port town of Rye in East 

Sussex.  Founded as a Church  school in 1818, the Victorian buildings have been 

constantly updated and sit within grounds which back onto woods and farmland.  

  

The school maintains very close ties with the 

Church and local community and makes full use 

of all local facilities in providing a high quality 

learning experience to its children .  We have an 

active governing body which is strongly 

supported by parents an d the local community.  

At pr esent we have 105 children  on roll . 

 

About the school  

This is a friendly welcoming school committed to 

each child achieving high standards of progress , giving children a strong sense of identity 

and confidence a s well as setting a life -long code of conduc t. We have a reputation for 

being successful  in supporting the development of all children , and are committed to 

providing a wide and varied range of ed ucational activities. The staff are  enthusiastic, 

highly committed, ex perienced and well -qualified. There are clear expectations for how 

the school community interacts in order to ensure a secure and purposeful atmosphere 

in which every individual is valued.  
  

 

 

 

Visiting the school  

Visitors are always welcome at Beckley , though owing to the busy nature of the school 

day, appointments should be made in advance  where possible .  

 

Facilities  

The school is set in a beautiful rural  setting  with a grassed playing field.  There are ôzonesõ 

on the playground for different activities such as spo rts, quiet play, social areas . Playtimes 

are very well supervised and older children are trained as Play Leaders or Peer Mediators.   

Younger ch ildren all have older children as ôBuddiesõ who help them settle into life at 

Beckley.   

 

We have an impressive collection of f acilities including  banks of laptops and  an 

interactive w hiteboard  in every classroom . All classrooms are light and spacious, and 

have integral activity areas providing a safe environment for art activities       

ôBased on key values such as kindness, 

forgiveness and per severance, explored          

within a Christian context, there is a calm, 

purposeful le arning environment where       

pu pils are valued as individuals. Pupilsõ 

behaviour both in cl assrooms and around             

the school is positive and mutually 

respectful .õ 
 

Church School Inspection 2016  
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Achieving Full Potential             Achieve, Believe, Care  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Curriculum                                                    
 

 

At Beckley Church of England  Primary School, we plan a curriculum that 

is rich and vibrant, providing children with a mixture of support and 

challenge , as well as fulfilling all the statutory  obligations of the National 

Curriculum .  We use the outdoor environment as a teaching and learning 

resource as far as possible, and recognise that as a small rural school we 

are lucky to have many opportunities and facilities to support this.   

 

We use a n approach known as a Learning Journey, where subjects link 

up so that skills can be used in ôrealõ situations. Parents are involved 

through this approach by being kept up to date through newsletters, 

including how to support at home, such as what websites  might be useful to visit.  We include 

an ôoutcomeõ each term that is a way of celebrating the learning, 

which may include putting on an exhibition of work for parents, or 

inviting parents in to take part in an activity.  Part of this approach also 

builds time into the curriculum for the children to explore aspects of the 

Learning Journey that really interest them ð individualised research and 

learning.  The children are really stimulated by this approach, and they 

tell us that it makes their learning fun a nd interesting.  

 

Values Statement  

At Beckley Church of England Primary School the 

curriculum is firmly rooted in its Christian foundation: 

enabling every child to grow spiritually and 

emotionally; fostering imagination and a deep sense of 

personal identity and self -worth; providing guidance 

through the loving example of Jesus Christ.  
 

Mission Statement  

Our hope is that each child at Beckley will develop an 

appetite for learning that will endure throughout their 

lives. To achieve this, the curriculum will need to 

motivate and excite children so that they engage fully 

in learning, cultivate positive attitu des and 

relationships, make good progress, fulfil their true 

potential and Achieve, Believe, Care.  



B E C K L E Y  C H U R C H  O F  E NG L A N D  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  

 

 6  

We teach English and m athematics know ledge, skills and understanding on a daily basis 

discretely as well as integrated into the Learning Journey when appropriate. We provide 

creative contexts in which children can 

develop acros s all subjects, including ICT, 

science and PE as well as the humanities  

(history, g eography, art, design t echnology 

and  music) .  We follow the East Sussex 

Agreed Syllabus for RE, which is non -

denominational religious e ducation and 

additional subjects include Personal Health 

and Social Education (PSHE) and Sex and 

Relationships Education (SRE).  Parents have 

the right to withdraw their child from worship 

and religious education but should meet 

with the Head of School  to ensure 

al ternative provision is provided.  We also 

teach French in the Key Stage 2 classes .   

 

Residential Visits  

We give  children every opportunity to develop self -confidence, self -esteem and become 

responsible and independent. We have a very strong belief in the value of first hand 

experience and make every effort to give children the opportunity to learn by taking part in 

trips and visits. Children from  Years 3 to Year 6  are given an 

opportunity to go on a residential experience, spending 

several days away from home. These visits are an integral part 

of the curriculum for Key Stage  2 children. The work carried 

out  before  leaving , 

as well as the 

follow -up work  they 

complete on return  

is consid ered very 

important and our  

hope is that every child takes part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parish Links 

It is customary for us as a Church 

of England Voluntary Controlled 

School to celebrate special 

events in the churchõs year and 

to make visits to the parish 

church.  Parents are able to 

request that their child withdraw  

from collective worship, so 

please le t the Head of School  

know and this can be organised.  
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Pre-School Links  

We have links with local p re-school settings  including Beckley Pre -school,  Northiam Nursery , 

Roadend Farm Nursery and Country Kids .  Visits are made to the settings during the summer 

term so the children are ready for transition to our school in the a utumn.  We arrange 

meetings to help parents prepare their children for school and to ensure that they are fully 

informe d prior to the new school year.  Our Beckley  School Association aims  to hold a social 

event each summer t erm so that new parents can get to know other new and existing 

parents quickly and feel part of our Beckley family.  

 

Beckley School Association (BSA)  

The Beckley School Association is a hard -working and much valued team of parents and 

carers who work closely with the school and , through their work , create a real sense of 

community. The BSA  provides opportunities for fund -raising and help s to create an ethos of 

understanding and openness in home/school relationships.  All new parents automatically 

become members.  The AGM is held during the autumn.  Meetings are held usually once a 

month.  There is a chair, secretary and treasurer but all parents are welcome to attend these 

monthly meetings to plan social and fund raisi ng events.   

 

Home -School Partnership  

It is our firm belief that the education of children best occurs where there is a genuine 

partnership of shared aims, values and outcomes between the school and parents.  As such, 

parental input is welcomed and we encou rage all parents of our children  to remain in 

regul ar contact with us ð together we make a team around your child.   

 

 

Organisation for Learning    
 

 

The School Day  

School starts at 8.55am  and finishes at 3.30 pm . There are mid -mor ning /afternoon  break s and 

a lunch break.  Acts of Worship  take place  each day .  Parents  are welcome to join us for 

our Friday õs ôWhole School Celebration õ Worship at 9.05 am  

 

Homework  

We believe strongly in the value of homework in helping children  to learn independently 

and to consolidate the learning of the school day.  Homework wil l be set in accordance 

with guidelines, and is expected to be properly completed.  All homework will be given out 

on a set day for the year group and we hope  that paren ts will support the school p olicy and 

ensure that homework is handed in on time.   
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Achievement for All  

Teach ing and learning at Beckley  is based 

upon the principle that all children  enjoy 

success and achieve their best.  The 

curricul um  is designed to challenge children  

both in and out of lessons.  All teachers are 

aware of the needs of their children  and 

ensure that they are met with the curriculum.  

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs  

From time to time, some children have 

difficulties w ith bas ic concepts in English, m athematics and o ther subject areas.  The term 

ôSpecial Educational Needsõ means that a child has difficulty in learning what most children 

of a similar age learn successfully.  We have a SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co -

ordinator ) who supports the class teacher and will liaise with parents whose children have 

been identified as having special educational needs , as well as liaising with other agencies 

to provide s pecialist support.   

 

Gifted and Talented  

 

We recognise th at some children may 

either be gifted or talented or both, and 

that we have a duty to identify this and 

offer enrichment and extension for these 

children.  We run a wide range of activities 

and enrichment opportunities designed 

specifically to extend the l earning  

opportunities for our gifted and talented 

pupils. These opportunities fit alongside 

ensuring that the children are suitable 

challenged and stretched in their school 

work, and in many cases, the additional 

opportunities are designed to fit in with t he 

learning taking place in the curriculum at 

the time.  

 

 

 

Caring for Children    
 

Our belief is that Beckley Church of England Primary  School is about people and that in a 

community of learners individual needs are best met by building secure, caring relationships 

between staff and children .  Our positive  behaviour  management policy enables us to 

encourage and reward children  as well as to support them through any difficulties they may 

face during their time in school.  It is also designed to support the teaching and learning 

process and to contribute to the maintenance of an atmosphere in the school which is 

conducive to learning.  The we ll-being and happiness of the children  in our school is central 

to all we do.   Equal opportunities play a big part in the success of our school.   

 

School Council  

We believe that it is important for our children  to have a voice on matters that concern 

them.  We have set up a School Council and each year from Y1 -Y6 has a representative .  

They meet regularly with Mr Thurston and have been effecti ve in moving our school forward .                 
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Behaviour for Learning  

Behaviour  and good discipline are an important 

component of caring for the individual.  We have 

achieved a harmonious atmosphere of calm and 

support  which enables effective learning, and for 

all  children  this is the natural result of the positive , 

family  ethos generated within the school.  A system 

of rewards is supported by a range of clear and fair 

sanctions should they be needed.  W here it is 

appropriate, 

we will always 

involve parents 

if any of our 

ch ildren encounter difficulties in this area of their school 

life, as we believe such matters are best solved by co -

operation between the child , the home and the school.  

 

 

 

 

Links with Secondary Schools  

Children  transfer to  a variety of schools including Rye Col lege , Robertsbridge Community 

College  or Homewood  School at the  end of their primary schooling.   Some children take the 

ôKent Test (11 plus)õ in the September in which they are Year 6.  We have close links with Rye 

College and  there is liaison through out the year b etween teachers.  Most secondary schools 

in the area contact us to discuss and meet with the children in the  summer term.    

 

Safeguarding Children  

In all of the work that we do, we believe that the rights, safety and welfare of the children 

w ith whom we are involved are paramount.  Very rarely, this may mean that we have to 

take actions which parents may find difficult.  In such cases we will always work to achieve 

mutual understanding.  We will explain our professional and statutory responsib ilities and try 

to give every assurance as t o the reasons for our actions.  However we must stress that the 

child's needs must come first in all decisions that we make.  

 

Developing as Individuals  
 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

We strive to develop the children  at our school by offering opportunities which extend or 

move beyond the curriculum.   There are varied c lubs throughout the year in which children 

have the opportunity to take part.  Such activities include football , Spanish  club, tag rugby, 

drama club, multi -skills, cross-country .  We are regularly changing the activities and every 

new term there will be information sent to parents of the forthcoming opportunities.    Our 

Sports Coaches run after school sport c lub s at our school.  

 

 

Sport 

Sporting activities and team games are a feature 

of school life throughout the year.  At present 

these include training and competitive matches 

against other schools in football, netball, cricket, 

cross country races and  athletics.  An individual 

sports da y is held in the summer for Foundation 

Stage, Key Stage 1 & 2.   
 

 

 

 

 


