
          Friday 17th April  

 

 

Dear parents, 

I hope that you have had a restful Easter holiday, enjoying the lovely weather and 

that you and your families are all safe and well. As promised, here is some 

information about term 5s learning and expectations over the next few weeks. 

Every Friday I will send you via email a weekly menu of learning for your child (the 

weekly “learning menu”). This will include two types of work;  

Priority tasks (priority learning) are the tasks that should be completed  

Supplementary tasks (supplementary learning) is work that your child would ideally 

do if they can, but these are not as important as completing the priority tasks.  

Like a menu, you can choose which activities you do and in which order, but the 

priority tasks are the tasks that are most important. 

Priority tasks will include 5 maths lessons and 5 English lessons to be completed 

each week (i.e. one maths lesson and one English lesson per day) and one science 

lesson every 2 weeks. One English lesson per fortnight will include an extended 

writing exercise.  

Learning journey lessons (incorporating art, computing, design, technology) and 

Religious Education are to take less precedence and are therefore supplementary 

(secondary tasks).  

Whilst it would be great for your child to complete all of the learning tasks on the 

menu, I understand that this isn’t always going to be possible. Please help your child 

focus on priority tasks first.  

I will be using the PurpleMash website to set some of the learning tasks and 

children will be able to submit some of their work this way too. I will be sending 

some information out about how to do this in another letter (once I’ve got to grips 

with it myself!) 

  



 

Priority learning: 

Maths work will be set using White Rose home learning as before, and some times 

tables practise will also be set. Whilst the completed White Rose tasks don’t need 

to be sent to me, if your child is finding any aspect of a lesson difficult please let 

me know so I can send additional resources to support them.  

English will be a mixture of spellings, reading comprehension, grammar tasks, short 

burst writing and extended writing. I will be basing some of the English around a key 

text. You won’t need to buy this as I will be sharing it with the children in other 

ways (probably through PurpleMash). However, if you would like to buy any of these 

texts I will let you know what they are when appropriate. I will indicate when the 

extended pieces of writing should be submitted for feedback, but I expect this to 

happen once a fortnight.  In addition, I would like children to be reading every day 

for at least 15 minutes.  

Our science topic for terms 5 and 6 is ‘Animals, including humans’. I will provide a 

knowledge organiser (an overview) for this topic, and once a fortnight I will add a 

science lesson to the learning menu with suggested activities.  

Supplementary learning: 

This will include some additional maths in the form of Matheletics and MyMaths 

tasks. 

Learning journey - I have changed our learning journey topic for term 5. It was 

supposed to be a local history topic about Smuggling but I didn’t feel that this was a 

topic that we could do justice to remotely. Resources on the internet aren’t very 

‘child friendly’ and the 2 trips we go on obviously couldn’t take place. Therefore, this 

topic will now be covered in Evergreen class in 2 years’ time when current years 3 

and 4 will be in years 5 and 6.  

Instead our Learning Journey topic will be called ‘Where and When am I?’. This is 

deliberately ambiguous and I would like the children to decide, with yourselves, 

what this learning will be like for your child over the next 6 weeks. So, for example 

if you live in an old house and you were interested in its history then your child 

could do a project on the history of your house. Or perhaps there is a place of 

interest near by that you could research the history of e.g. Peasmarsh Place, 

Hastings Pier, local church or shop. However, there may not be something that 

captures your child’s interest locally and because of physical distancing and 



restrictions your child might use some of the brilliant online opportunities for their 

project. There are many virtual museum tours and fantastic websites you could use 

instead.  I would expect your child to spend between 4-6 hours on this project over 

the next term and you can decide how best to manage this. 

The project should involve research. You could use books that you have at home, the 

internet or perhaps you have someone in your family or a friend that your child 

could correspond with to get information about their chosen topic?  The end 

product could be anything from a poster, booklet, book, PowerPoint presentation or 

video diary/film. It should include some of the following: maps, photographs, 

labelled/captioned drawings and some of your children’s writing. I want this to 

enhance your experience of being at home with the children and not to be a chore 

which is why it is so open – ended. I’ll let you know how this work will be submitted. 

With luck children will be able to bring them into school when we reopen. 

Religious Education – I will send details of the RE to be covered when I know what 

it is. 

I’m sorry for the lengthy letter and I hope that this all makes sense. As always, if 

you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me. I’ll be making my phone calls 

again next week, so look forward to speaking to you all soon. 

Best wishes, 

 

Sara Grice 

 


