
 

Outline the timeline of the ‘big story’ of the Bible, explaining how Incarnation and Salvation fit within it.  
 Explain what Christians mean when they say that Jesus’ death was a sacrifice, using theological terms. 
 Suggest meanings for narratives of Jesus’ death and resurrection comparing our ideas with the ways in which Christians interpret these texts. 
 Make clear connections between the Christians belief in Jesus’ death as a sacrifice and how Christians celebrate Holy Communion/Lord’s Supper.  
 Show how Christians put their beliefs into practice. 
 Weigh up the value and impact of ideas of sacrifice in our own lives and the world today. 

 

 

 

 Christians read the ‘big story’ of the Bible as pointing out the need for God to save people. This salvation 
includes the ongoing restoration of humans’ relationship with God. 

 The Gospels give accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 The New Testament says that Jesus’ death was somehow ‘for us’.  
 Christians interpret this in a variety of ways: for example, as a sacrifice for sin; as a victory over sin, death, 

and the devil; paying the punishment as a substitute for everyone’s sins; rescuing the lost and leading them to 
God; leading them from darkness to the light.  

 Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice through the service of Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper, 
the Eucharist or the Mass). 

 Christians believe that Jesus calls them to sacrifice their own needs to the needs of others, and some are 
prepared to die for others and for their faith. 
 



 
A Christian festival that takes place in the spring to remember the resurrection of Jesus and the salvation offered through 
Jesus.  
A very important person for Christians; God in the flesh (Incarnation). Christians call Jesus the ‘Son of God.’ 

Christians believe that the world is spoiled by sin – the bad things that people do. People keep committing sin and wandering 
away from God.  
Adam and Eve gave into temptation in the Garden of Eden and disobeyed God. It shows that all humans often make mistakes 
instead of listening to God. This is called sin. Humans are ‘fallen’ and in need of rescue (salvation). 
Incarnation means ‘in the flesh’; Christians believe that Jesus is God ‘in the flesh’, or God incarnate. Jesus is the Messiah and 
Saviour who will repair the relationship between God and humans after the Fall. 
This is the word for Jesus’ death on a cross. Christians believe that Jesus died to save people – to rescue them from their 
sins and bring them back to God. Jesus’ death was a sacrifice where he gave his life for others by taking the punishment for 
people’s sins.  
Jesus’ death shows that he willingly gave up his own life in order to take on himself the punishment for all sin for all people. 
People need to be saved because of sin and Jesus brings salvation. 
Christians believe that Jesus’ death and resurrection bring forgiveness and mend the broken relationship between humans 
and God. Jesus also saved people throughout his life. If people ask for forgiveness, God will forgive them because Jesus has 
already been punished on the cross for all sin for all people. 
This is the word for Jesus’ return to life after dying. Christians believe that Jesus was brought back to life, not to be on 
earth, but to be with his Father, God. This gives Christians hope that when they do things wrong they can be forgiven and 
that when they die they will go to heaven.   
This is the week before Easter Sunday. The week begins with Palm Sunday. The two most important parts of Holy Week are 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday and are times when Christians pray and reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  
This is the Passover meal that Jesus shared with his disciples before he was crucified.  

Other words for Communion are Mass, Eucharist and the Lord’s Supper. Communion means ‘togetherness’ and is a ritual that 
takes place in churches to celebrate the togetherness of Christians and God. During the Last Supper Jesus shared bread and 
wine with his disciples. During Communion Christians also share bread and wine. The bread is a symbol for Jesus’ body being 
broken and the wine is a symbol of his blood being spilled when he was crucified. During Communion, Christians remember that 
Jesus sacrificed his life for all people. 


